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PETERBOROUGH REGION

Peterborough teacher to camp in the snow to raise funds for YES
Aaron McFadden will sleep in a backyard shelter from Feb. 13-21.

By Matthew P. Barker Examiner Reporter
Wed., Feb. 9, 2022
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A local high school teacher is hoping his second annual backyard camp-out will help boost local homelessness initiatives.
Aaron McFadden, who held a similar camp-out last winter to raise awareness about homelessness in the community, said he’s hoping he can reach more people this year.
He has set a goal to raise $1,500 again this year for services at the YES Shelter for Youth and Families, he said.
“It was a great learning experience for me last year because I had the time off,” McFadden said.
“What I learned last year is this is a considerable problem, and it needs our attention.”
Starting this weekend, McFadden will spend his nights, starting at 7 p.m. until 7 a.m., in a makeshift tent-cabin in his backyard for a week.
Last year he was able to spend 24 hours a day outside due to being on leave from his teaching job at Holy Cross Secondary School. That’s not possible this time around.
“I have a job this year, so I have to go to work and do all the things everyone does,” McFadden said.
“If I can hunker down for the week in the camp-out, if that encourages people to donate money, we can raise money for the Youth Emergency Shelter.”
He will start his camp-out on Super Bowl Sunday (Feb. 13) and it will end on Family Day (Feb. 21). He also plans to do a teachable moment sleep-out in March like one conducted last year by Simal Iftikhar.
“This year, I’m just going to raise money for the Youth Emergency Shelter, (YES shelter) and we’ll do an event in March where everyone can participate and kind of share their learning,” McFadden said.
“I’ll do it this week when it’s tough and it’s cold and not a lot of people want to do it, but as a teacher, I know if you’re going to learn something, you need to do something.”
The YES Shelter for Youth and Families, and other similar organizations, depend solely on donations and government grants to do their work.
Fundraisers to help the organizations do their work are appreciated, said Brooke Erickson, development lead at the YES Shelter for Youth and Families.
“Fundraisers like Aaron’s are extremely important to us,” Erickson said.
“We are not fully funded for any programs we offer, so we depend on community donations to keep our programs running, including the emergency shelter.”
It’s all about spreading awareness of the homelessness issues impacting people in the community, she said.
“It was only within the last 10 years, we started supporting families in homelessness, the YES shelter is often the only option for them,” Erickson said.
“Families have a tough time finding the housing they can afford; they tend to stay in emergency shelters longer than youth. A young person might stay 20 days, but families stay for longer.”
McFadden said he hopes the camp-out raises both donations and awareness.
This year he will not have time to visit with community members like last year, but he plans to make postings on Facebook and TikTok so people can view his progress.
“This year, I won’t have time to meet people like last year, I’ll try to share what I’ve learned with media or anyone who comes to talk,” McFadden said.
“But it’ll be go to work during the day, look after the kids as much as I can, and then it’s just silent, suffering for the 12 hours a night where you’re just outside alone, cold and bored.”
His Facebook postings are at bit.ly/3LmCvx9
Donations to the cause can be made online at tinyurl.com/sleepoutptbo
mbarker@peterboroughdaily.com
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